Surgical treatment of extensive discovertebral destruction in ankylosing spondylitis: a report of two cases.
Extensive discovertebral destruction in ankylosing spondylitis is rare and difficult in diagnosis and management. We present two such cases who were treated with anterior decompression, autogenous strut iliac bone graft and fixed with anterior locking plate system (ALPS) instrumentation. After operation the patients' symptoms improved and the spinal deformities were corrected. Our experiences in these two patients emphasize the importance of early recognition, early detection and aggressive surgical treatment in the lesion.